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Congress Parliamentary Party

Sonia Gandhi
Chairperson

MESSAGE

R

Phone : 23014481

On the auspicious occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the Rajiv Gandhi
Memorial College, Lenglisinga, | send my warm felicitations to all the students

and staff of the college.

The Silver Jubilee is a fitting occasion to recall Shri Rajiv Gandhi's

special warmth towards Assam and the whole North East. It is also an
occasion for you, the students of this college, to pledge to uphold the sacred
principles of secularism, communal harmony, social justice and democracy,
enshrined in our Constitution. The future of our country lies in your hands,
and even as you pursue your studies and your future careers, you must
remember that it is equally important to also serve your community and your

country as good, responsible citizens.

| wish the Rajiv Gandhi Memorial College and all those associated with

it every success in the future. May you all go on to realize your hopes and

help build the India of your dreams.

December 12,2019
New Delhi
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Phani Bhusan Choudhury ALl
: Minister i Block-B, 3rd Floor, Room No. 312
Food & Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs Assam Secrelasial,  Gunwahatl- THAD0E
Pension & Public Grievance ¥ Tel - D361-223T023
Govl. of Assam bod ;491 9435021228
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Smti Gitimoni Phukan, ACS

Director of Higher Education, Assam, Kahilipara, Guwahati-19
directorhigherassam123@gmail.com

By e, 2T P414 [20/7/) 51 Dite.R07.94-308,,

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to learn that Rajiv Gandhi Memorial
College, Lengtisinga is celebrating the Silver Jubilee of its foundation.

I sincerely n;rpmcme and congratulate the Principal, the faculties,
students, the Organizing Body and the entire management of the College on
this historical occasion,

The long journey endured by this ;;remier institution is truly worth
mﬂmmg It is praiseworthy that the Organizing Body has dendaﬂ to bring

out a souvenir to mmrrwnmmte this occasion.

I' hope that this historical event will make a grand success shall be able to

continue its streak of excellence,
. 5o
(Smiti. Gitim-::-nll’ ukan, ACS)

Director of Higher Education, Assam
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l'am extremely delighted to know that Rajiv Gandhi Me-
morial College is Celebrating Silver Jubilee with colourful
and creative programmes, This will rejuvinate the people
assocrated with this institution, I feel proud on the eve of
the silver Jubilee that my father sheikh Syed Ahmed was
one of the proposer of this institution with leading role.
My Grand father Late Aser Ali Sheikh donated land for
: establishment of the college. Still my father has been play
ing a key role to organise the ceremony.] have said the above lines not to do
publicity of my family but to encourage people to provide help and Co-operation
to make Lengtisinga area a centre of wisdom. At the same time, I feel proud that

I'am a part of an education loving family who can sacrifice for the uplifiment of
a backward Society. Thank you. wish you all the best. |

Shabana Ajmi, Lengtisinga
A Student of University Law College
Gauhati University.

[ am pleased to know that Rajiv Gandhi Memorial College is
celebrating Silver Jubilee with extensive Schedule. The col-
lege has already over come many hardles and challenges. But
it has not been facing heavy challenges from reactionary
forces including ruling elite class. I know, the respected teach-
ers and other staff members, whose Services are yet to be
regularised, have been facing identity crises. But one thing to
remember that “there is Day light after Dark Night.” Be calm,
be tolerate and let stand like JNU. Hope that the Silver Jubilee will make people
determinate to work in positive direction.

Anjuman Gulnas Arifa Rahman
Ph.D. Scholar Deptt. of Physics
JNU : Delhi
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FIGHT FOR RIGHTS

Liakat Ali Ahmed
Advocate
Abhayapuri

The Citizenship is the most

important right of every individual ina
country. The Citizenship right is a right
to have all rights under the sovereignty.
‘Without Citizenship ,no one can think
of other necessary rights which are
guaranteed by the constitution. The
citizenship right is the mother right of
all other rights. It is the sovereign state
who can provide Citizenship and
terninate Citizenship under the certain
Acts and Rules. The Conatitution of
India provides for single and uniform
Citizenship for the whole part of In-
dia. The population of any country is
divided into two classes one is Citizen
and other is non Citizen. Some rights
are provided only for the citizen of the
country and some rights can be en-
joyed by the both classes.

But in Assam the Citizenship
becomes the game of magic chair,
which is being played by the Govern-
ment. The people of Assam have al-
ready divide into two groups, each
group turns the pages of History for
his own sake and own benefits, Before
and after independence it has been try-
ing continuously by the politicians to
divided the people of Assam as immi-
grants and indigenous Assamese. Spe-
cially the Brahmaputra valley in Assam
has been a place of violence between
the two groups since independence.
Under the immigrants (Expulsion from
Assam)Act 1950 the then Government
of Assam had driven huge nos. of East
Bengal origin Muslims from Assam. In
the year of 1979 the All Assam Stu-
dent Union and the All Assam

(Ganasangram parishad were involved
to fight out the issue.

After a long six years of Assam
agitation ( 1979-1985) which was
headed by ASSU ( All Assam Student’s
Union) and AAGSP ( All Assam Gana
Sangram Parisad) for deportation of
Foreigners ended by the ASSU and
AAGSP by signing Assam Accord in
1985 with the then government of India.

During the Assam agitation
many people of linguistic and religious
minorities were killed, Only at Nellie
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about 5000 Minority people were
killed and burnt their dwelling houses
at Nellie and nearby villages of it and
also the militants / reactionaries

killed huge no’s of minority people at
chaulkhowa chapari. More than 400
houses of religious minority people
were burnt including a mosque and ren-
dered more than 3000 people home-
less in North Lakhimpur. Also in the
erstwhile District of Darang,Kamrup,
Goalpara and Nowgaon huge no’s of
linguistic and religious people were
killed. Even the Government could not
control the militants or the Govern-
ment did not want to control them. In
this way the Assamese people wit-
nessed an incident of holocaust of own
people and own property. The Educa-
tional institutions were forcefully
closed and the Examinations were boy-

cotted. The communications of people

were restricted. Every where the atmo-
sphere was created by the agitators to
hate the linguistic and religious minor-
ity people. The agitators motivated the
easy going Assamese people to hate
‘Dariwala’ and ‘Lungiwalas’ only the
basis of suspicior. At the time that the
situation which might destroy the
Assam, the Union Government ac-
corded with the leader’s of AASU and
AAGSP to restore the normalcy in
Assam in the Year of 1985, The

—

Assamese people from all sectiong
welcomed the Assam accord, Specially
the AASU accepted the Assam accord
as the hallowed deed.

To understand the Assam acegrg
- 1985, herein some relevant clauses
on foreigner’s issue of Assam accord
have been pasted below-
Foreigners issue:
5.1 For purposes of detection and de-
letion of foreigners, 1.1.1966 shall be
the base date and year.
3.2 All persons who come to Assam
prior to 1.1.1966, including those
amongst them whose name appeared
on the electoral rolls used in 1967
elections shell be regularized.
5.3 Foreginers who come to Assam
after 1-1-1966 (inclusive) and upto
24thMarch, 1971 shall be detected in
accordance with the provisions of the
Foreigners Act, 1946and the Foreign-
ers (Tribunals) Order 1964.
5.4 Names of Foreigners so detected
will be deleted from the electoral rolls
in force. Such persons will be required
to register themselves before the reg-
istration Officers of the respective dis-
tricts in accordance with the provisions
of the registration of Foreigners Act,
1939 and the registration of Foreign-
ers rules, 1939,
5.5 For the purpose, Government of
India will undertake suitable strength-
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ening of the Government machinery,
5.6 On the Expiry of a period of ten
years following the date of detection,
the names of all such persons which
have been deleted from the electoral
rools shall be restored.

5.7 All persons who were expelled
earlier, but have since reentered ille-
gally in to Assam shall be expelled.
5.8 Foreigners who came to Assam on
or after March 25, 1971 shall continue
to be detected, deleted and practical
steps shall be taken to expel such for-
eigners.

5.9 The Government will give due con-
sideration to certain difficulties ex-
pressed by the AASU/A AGSP regard-
ing the implementation of the Illegal
Migrants (Determination by Tribunals)
Act, 1983.

Also there are other clauses of
the accord which have been agreed for
speedy all round economic develop-
ment, Education, Science and technol-
ogy, improve the standard of living and
re-open paper mill, jute mills ctc. But
the attentions drawn only on the
foreigner’s issue in Assam. Every day
so called patriotic (?) of Assam are try-
ing to create new formula to deprive

the minority people from their rights

in Assam. The easy going Assamese
people started to believe that the Mus-
lims in Assam are foreigners snd they

are coming continuously from
Bangladesh. Even the then Governor of
Assam S.K.Sinha reported to the then
president of India * The influx of
these illegal migrants is turning
some Districts of lower Assam in to
a Muslim Majority region. it will
be then only be a matter of time
when a demand for theie merger
with Bangladesh may be made.” The
report as it is meant for the religious
minority people that the final con-
spiracy has been made to turn this land
as Jammu and Kashmir. Lt. General
S.K.Sinha who shall be remembered as
the champion of the country to create
doubt and faith among the communi-
ties in Assam.

For that imaginary report by the con-
stitutional person, the Religious mi-
norities have been suffering in their
own land. Most of the minority people
in Assam are economically poor and
illiterate and they have to earn their
livelihood by hard working as daily
labourers. To earn their livelihood, they
are compelled to go in different places
of Assam snd other provinces of North
East. As they are coloured as illegal
migrants having beared Tupi, Lungi ctc,
the Assamese speaking people of Up-
per Assam as well as North East who
have been motivated by the Champions
of extrem nationalist sentiments come
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out to ask questions to these labourers
about their citizenship and catch their
ears and pulls their hairs calling them
Bangladeshi, also some times the
labourers from minority community
are assaulted physically and push them
to the police station alleging them as
Bangladeshi. Such labourers have to
prove their citizenship before the po-
lice and always they are able to prove
their citizenship by submitting the
documents prior to 25th March 1971,
Though the ML As and MPs are elected
by these people but they do not raise
any question against the culprits and
even do not claim to the proper forum
to punish the culprits.

Interstingly, both The union and
the state Government has no any rule
& regulations to solve this problem.
Besides this problem has been
benifitting the both Governments as
well as the politicians to woe the vot-
ers during election time. In the mean-
time, under the direction of the state

Government huge No’s of voters are -

marked as ‘D’ voters. No enquiry is
made in this respect, It is observed that
in a same house one is marked as ‘D’
and another is allowed as regular voter.

It is the officer who is engaged to pre-.

pare the voter list by the clection com-
missioner can insert the letter ‘D’

—

against the name of the voters. Thenih
of the pen of the officer is the destiny
of Minority people in Assam. Once the
letter ‘D is inserted with the name of
voter then he/she has to go to the For-
eigners Tribunal after receiving Notice
to prove his/her citizenship. But the
matter is not so easy to be declared as
Indian as there is snomone who is wait-
ing to declare him/her as foreigners to
retain in service otherwise government
shall terminate his/her service. What
a trapping centre in the name of
foreigner’s Tribunal is created for the
minority people ! where no justice can
be expected. The border police also
sends cases/reports to the SP Border
of the District alleging people as for-
eigners, accordinly the SP Border for-
wards the Cases/ Reports to the
ForeignersTribunal. But due to minor
discrepancies of names and age in the
documents / records, the procedee has
to lose his/ her citizenship in the hand
of members ! (member who is engaged
for that purpose by the upper team) For
example, The Foreigner’s Tribunals do
not supply the copies of main grounds
of suspicion to the procedee, the mem-
bers prevent Engaged Advocates for the
alleged foreigner/ procedee from
cross-examining the investigation of-
ficers and tribunals could declare in-
dividuals as foreigners even afier their
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citizenship had been previously upheld
by another tribunal. Sometimes docu-
ments are believed as genuine but the
person who subietted these documents
is declared as foreigner stating that he/
she could not establish hie/her linkage
with the legacy document holder,
Maximum no’s of cases are not prop-
erly enquired by the enquiry officer’s,
Even the enquiry officer does not visit
the place and does not give opportu-
nity to produce relevant documents.
Sometimes it is seen that through the
enquiry officer’s report that the per-
son agsinst whom these members are
controlled by the state Government and
can terminate their services at anytime.
In 2017 nineteen former members of
Assam’s Foreigners Tribunals who
were terminated, appealed against the
Government’s decision regarding
extend of their period of contracts
wnen it expired, after two years of
service. In reply of notice, the Assam
Government submitted an affidavit
that the members had not been re-
newed due to their “poor” and “unsat-
isfactory” performances. The Govern-
ment also attached a perfomance-ap-
praisal report of the tribunals mem-
bers.
The perfoemance report is
showing of the priorities of the state
Government in the subject of appoint-

ments-specifically, it is paying atien-
tion on the percentage of foreigners
declared. The evaluation report pro-
vided statistics about the performance
by 72 tribunal members, which com-
prised 63 former advocates and nine
former district judges. The report dis-
closed the number and percentage of
cases disposed by the members, the
number and percentage of declared for-
eigners, the Governments opinion on
the number, and whether the number
should be retained or terminated. It is
crystal clear after perusal of the report
that the members who declared a
greater number of foreigners were to
be retained in their services in com-
parison to those who declared fewer
foreigner.

On 19th July 2019, in reply to
a question (vide question No. 3804) the
minister of state of home affairs de-
clared in the parliament that up to
March/2019, 1.17 lakh people have
been declared by the foreigners Tribu-
nal and out of these 63,959 thses have
been declared foreigners by Ex-parte
order. Also the Centre reported the Su-
preme Court that 938 people are de-
tained in Six detention centres in Assam
and 823 of them have been declared as
foreigners by tribunals. The Govern-
ment has not taken any measure to re-
lease or deport the persons who have
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been detained in the detention camp.
They have been detained for indefinite
time. Even the MLA’s and MP’s who
represent the minority people never
raise a question in the house to release
them from the detention camp. Fortu-
nately a petition was filed by Harsh
Mander (Human rights and peace
worker etc.) before the supreme court
vide WP(C)1045/2018 and in the case
the Honourable Supreme Court di-
rected to release those detenese who
have completed three years in the de-
tention camp. As per order of the Su-
preme court many of the detenues are
released by the Government. In this
way the minority linguistic and reli-

gious people have been trochured

physically and mentally by the Govern-
ments for the political benefit only. The
enquiry officer / border police with-
out any engquiry only for the pressure
of invisible political power has been
sending foreigners cases via SP (Bor-
der) to the foreigners Tribunal.

The minority people are always
ready to be tested to prove their citi-
zenship, they want to co-opperate with
the porcedure to prove their citizen-
ship. It is seen in the NRC updation
process which have been done by the
Government of Assam under the Or-
der of honourable Supreme Court in
the year of 2014 in a case fild by “

—

Assam Public Works™ an organization,
During the process of NRC Undation,
the cooperation

of Minority people including some non
political Organizations of the commu-
nity were

praise worthy. The Minority people did
not hesitate to go anywhere of Assam
for the verification of their documents.
But In the name of verification, they
hade to lose their property and even
lives. The minority people became so
glad that the NRC updation process has
been surprvising by the honourable
Supreme court and there is no chance
of entry of political posion in it.

At last the NRC is finally pub-
lished under the direction of the high-
est court in the country with the fol-
lowing out comes :-

There were a total of
3,30,27,661 applicants for inclusion
their names in the NRC. Out of these.
The applications for the NRC filed con-
sisting the numbers of total
Names3,3027661 -
a. 3,11,21,004 names have been
included in the final NRC.

b. 19,06657 names have been ex-
cluded from the final NRC.

The history of Assam is crying
that during the Assam agitation (1979-
1985) those who were killed only on
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the basis of suspicion the family mem-
bers of those deceased have been in-
cluded in the NRC and it is clear indi-
cation that the persons who were killed
by the militants were not foreigners.
The militants must be feeling ashamed
in their lives and grave that they had
killed legal citizens of Assam. We have

accepted the NRC, which is done un-

der the supervision of the Supreme
Court, but some section of people may
deny because their brain is operated by
the political doctors who are suffer-
ing from their own brain tumour.

The excluded persons are not
yet declared foreigners as they can ap-
peal before the Foreigners Tribunal
within 120 days after receipt of notice
with the grounds of exclusion.

It is ovserved that a large num-
ber of children and women are ex-
cluded from the NRC. Many names of
minority peopl are excluded from the
NRC due to the lack of linkage
document.In some cases the name of
children are excluded but their parents
name are included in the NRC. Now
those children have to move before the
foreigners tribunal to prove their Citi-
zenship. A new chapter has been started
where the Member (“Thikadar”as they
are appointed by the Government on
periodic Contract for 2 Years) will
have to exercise his / her power fo

accept/ deny the documents of the
appeallant.

That the Honourable Gauhati
High Court laid down the principles in
para No. 97 in deciding the case of
State of Assam - vs- Muslem Mondal
by the full bench decision is as fol-

lows-

“Fair investigation and fair trial
being the basic / fundamental right of
a person which are concomitant to pres-
ervation of the fundamental right of a
person under Artice 21 of the consti-
tution , there has to be a fair and proper
investigation agency before making
a reference to the tribunal.” Now ques-
tion arises,

“Will the minority people get
fair investigation and fair Trial 7"

The minority people who are
crying to get justice to be legally iden-
tified as citizens of' their own Country,
will they get it or they will be
“dishonoured” like a prophet in his own
country” as quoted by the Supreme
Court in a judgement of a case vide case
No WP (C) No. 562/2012 (petitioner-
Assam Sanmilita Mahasangha and
ors.VS Union of India and ors.)

How long will the minority
people fight to get Rights 7 ()
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IMPACT OF
LITERATURE ON
SOCIETY

Tt e

Abul Kalam Azad
Asstt.Professor

Impact of English literature on
society literature is the miror of a so-
ciety. without literature we cannot
imagine a civilized society in this
world because literature has major
impact on the devlopment of society
it has changed political system and also
shape the civilizarion beause the in-
justice of society. literature presents
us the complete perview of
human.expriences and to connect on
basic levelsof human desire and
emotion.in inportent aspeet of litera-
ture lies in how it can helpto expend
the horizons of its reader.

What is the impotence of lit-

—_—

erature is society.Liteture is importent
in society that it gives to the readers
insight to whole history and varieties
cultures of this universe. it also ex-
poses their minds to aware such as love
war and justice,

Literature helps expand hori-
zons. An importent aspeet of literature
lies in how it can help expand the
horoizons of its readers it gives its
readers inside look into how cultures
from there parts of the world differ
from their own and how customs from
other countries help shape how their
citenzens view the world by opening
their minds to what different cultures
have to offer readers of literature be-
come more accepting of the unique dif-
ference of people from around the
world. it can also give them unique in-
sights into own past present cultures
and can help them make a strong
cunnection to others in their own cul-
tures.

Literature gives look into the
past, present and future.

Literature provides a window into the
past allowing readers to see how their
ancestors and other dealt with day to
day life. reader can see where their own
people came fro, and how the country
they live in become it what it is to day.
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literature can also lets reader look back
~ at the mistakés made by their prede-
- cessors. and hopfully avoid those same
mistakes. .
Modelm literature gives readers
a view into present day pﬂhhns and
sometime gives us an importent view
into the lives of people around us. Fic-

tional literature can also give readers

special inside into the minds of writ-
ers to see how they envision the future
might turn out including both things and
the bad. g

Literature helps build critical
thinking skills. Literature helps build
crucial critical thinking skills. readers
can learn more about symboliswith in
the pages of book and it help their
devlop the ability to find the hidden
meaning within every day life. ferther
more they can make connection be-
tween the chreacter and the themes of
book and how that could apply to real
lifel. Literature makes for better writ-
ers.

qn:-est:ﬂnthew own wntmg abilities. by
taking .a look inside the mind of the
writer who wrote a particular book,
« readers can get a better understanding

of why a writer imagined and wrote™

abuot a particular subject. it could be a

lee also makes readers .

look into the polities and drama of the
time or it could be a look into the
imagination of the authour whose re-
lating his thoughts on a subject matter
that importent to him ultimately litera-
ture is a look into the mind of the
reader and it can help inform us about
how we feel about the world around us.

What role does Literature play
in society. The true role of literature
can be debated but one belief is that
literarure is the mirror of society. the
vast majority of books both fiction and
nenfiction describe the world people
live in with hreat accuracy and give
readers a chance refleet.

Literature has the power to
shine a light on society’s belief and
practices it forces readers to ask ques-
tions start connections and look for
answers even if one true answer does
not exist. the themes chracters and les-
sons literature are ones that call all be
compared to true people and events
readers see in the real world in that
senes is a reflecting of society.

Don’t believe your Luck

But believe your hard work

by A.P.J. Abdul Kalam O
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EDUCATION SYSTEM IN
THE CHAR-CHAPARIS OF
ASSAM :

PROBLEMS AND REMEDIES

Dr. Md. Eakub Al

Assam, the abode of the
multilingual and multicultural
Assamese society is a north-eastern
state covering an area of 78,438 sq. km
which is about 2.4 percent of the total
land area of the democratic Republic
of India. According to 2011 census, the
state is inhabited by 22.63 million
people belonging to different racial
stocks, ethnic identity and religious
background. Char-chaparis cover an
area of 3608 sq. km of the
Brahmaputra basin, which account for
4.6 percent and 9.35 percent of the
state’s total area and population
respectably. In these char areas the
Muslims, the Nepalis, the Missings, the
Ahoms, the schedule tribes, the
schedule castes and some upper caste

Hindus have been living with the
glorious heritage of “unity in diversity”

since long. Their literacy rate and state
of education are very dismal. A part of
the char areas of Assam, the largest
river island Majuli achieved a special
dignity, permanence and heritage in the
world. The people living in Majuli are
rich in education, culture and economy
compared to the people residing in
many places outside the char areas of
Assam. Except Majuli and Sadiya where
the light of education spread during the
British regime, the present study tries
to highlight in brief the education
system in the other char-chaparis of
Assam.

Char-chaparis are an integral
part of the fluvial regime of the mighty
river Brahmaputra and its tributaries in
the Indian state of Assam. The word
‘char” means a small land surrounded
by water in a river while “chapari”
means an area of sandy land of the bank
of a river attached to the main land. It
is found that innumerable mid-channel
bars or river islands locally called char-
chaparis detached from the
geographical main land dot the 720 km.
stretch of the mighty river
Brahmaputra. The char areas of Assam
are distributed across 23 sub-divisions
of 14 districts along the course of the
river Brahmaputra from Sadiya in the
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east to Dhubri in the west. The survey
conducted by the Directorate of Char
Areas Development, Assam,
2001-2002 and Census of India’s
provisional data, 2001 shows that
4,34,754 families comprising
24,90,397 people reside in 2251 char
villages straddling in 299 gaon
panchayats in the state. Some 68% of
the char dwellers are below poverty
line (BPL). The state of education in
the char areas of Assam is very
depressing which retards and reverses
the dynamic wheel of progress in the
state in particular and the country in
general.

During the pre-independence
period, especially during the first half
of the 20™ century, the state of Assam
was remarkably backward in education.
Except the urban areas and some
developed places, the whole of the
state rarely got scope for undergoing
modern education system brought to
India by the British. The char areas also
plunged into the darkness of illiteracy
during that period. Of course, during
the period from the second to fourth
decades in the 20" century, the light of
primary and secondary education began
to spread in some char villages of
Assam, The places like Mazarchar,
Baghmara Char, Alopati, Tarabari,
Moinbari and Kachumara in Barpeta

district; Jaleswar, Chunari, Chirakuti in
Goalpara district; Mankachar, Sukchar,
Hamidabad, Chakla, in undivided
Dhubri district; Sontoli, and Goroimari
in Kamrup district are exemplified as
some of the noted places where some
primary, middle and high schools were
established during that period. Though
the religious minority char people in
particular and the majority of the
Muslims living in other parts of Assam
in general used to speak Bengali dialect
for household interaction, the schools
they established in the region were all
Assamese medium schools which made
them speak Assamese in public and
accept it as their mother tongue
spontaneously and voluntarily. The

Assamese spoken by the educated char
people is pure Assamese and devoid of
the influence of their Bengali dialects.

The process of assimilation in
the char-chaparis with the mainstream
Assamese people contributed a lot to
increase the number of Assamese
linguistic people from 31.4% in 1931
to 56.7% in 1951 in Assam. In this
regard the then Census Superintendent
R. B. Vaghaiwalla says, “There is a
striking increase in the percentage of
people who speak Assamese in 1951
(56.7) over those of 1931 which was
obly 31.4 percent: There is an equally
striking decrease in the percentage of
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the people speaking Bengali which is
only 16.5 against 26.86 in 1931”
(Dutta 418). Explaining this increase
in number of the Assamese linguistic
people in Assam, A. P. Jain the then
leader of the Parliamentary Committee
says, “We were told that all the Muslim
Bengalis of the Brahmaputra valley,
who had formerly registered
themselves as Bengali speaking had in
1951 voluntarily declared themselves
as Assamese Speaking” (Dutta 420).
Char-chapari Sahitya Parishad,
Mazarchar Sahitya Sabha, Baghmara
Char Sahitya Sabha, Mahachara Sahitya
Sabha, etc. which are the wings of
Asom Sahitya Sabha are some of the
noted organizations through which the
char people have continued their
contributions to the Assamese
literature and language in the state.

During the First Five Year Plan started
in 1952, a substantial number of
primary schools were established in
different char-chaparis with active
initiative of the char people like those
established in some mainland places of
Assam. During that period some L. P.
Schools, M. E. Schools and M. V.
Schools were established in some
places with active initiative of the
Government of Assam. But
unfortunately very few schools were
established in the char-chaparis with

D el
such initiative of the govern Mmen;
Therefore, the char people themselye,
initiated to establish some schogls
their locality with utmost diligence ap
poor economic support, apg
subsequently these were brought to the
purview of government sanction as
norms. Of course, the char dwellers
established these venture educationg]
institutions in either the long lasting or
permanent char places used as human
habitats, which were fertile, safe from
flood and erosion, and which could be
communicated with the nearest
developed villages and towns by the
country boats. There are many remote
char villages where schools cannot be
seen even in this 21* century.

In the latter half of the 20" century,
though huge bulk of Primary Schools,
M. E. Schools, M. E. Madrassas and
High Schools were established in the
char areas of Assam, these were fewer
in number compared to the necessity
of the char dwellers living in the
region. The students from the char
areas of Assam were, therefore,
dependant on the higher secondary
schools and colleges situated at the
nearest places of the riverine mai

for their higher education. The
educational institutions established at
places like Mazarchar, Alopat!,
Baghmara Char, Mandia, Kachumaré

e
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and Khulabanda in Barpeta district:
Jaleswar, Chunari, Ambari, Rakhaldubi
and Chirakuti in Goalpara district;
Mankachar, Sukchar, South Salmara,
Hamidabad and Bilasipara in undivided
Dhubri district; Abhayapuri and
Lengtisinga in Bongaigaon district:
Chenimari, Mukalmua, Rampur and
Peradhara in Nalbari district;
Nagarbera Bhakuradia, Sontoli,
Goroimari and Hajo in undivided
Kamrup district; Mangaldoi,
Kharupetia, Chipajhar and Dhula in
undivided Darrang district; Laharighat
and Moirabari in Morigaon district,
Rupahihat and Dhing in Nagaon district;
Tespur and Biswanath Chariali in
Sonitpur district; Ghila, Dhakuakhana,
and Dhemaji in Dhemaji district are
some centres of education in which the
students from different char areas of
Assam have been studying since long.
Luitparia College, Alopati Mazarchar,
South Salmara College, Tumni
Simlakandi, Rajiv Gandhi Memorial
College, Lengtisinga, F. A. Ahmed
College, Goraimari, Sontoli Anchalik
College, Mahtoli, etc., all established
by the local public in the last two
decades of the 20 century and
subsequently provincialised by the
Government of Assam, are some
institutions to spread the light of
higher educational in the char areas of

* S

lower Assam besides those established
in Majuli and its neighbouring char
villages in upper Assam. All these
contribute to the realm of education in
Arts Stream in limited areas only. There
is a Handloom Textile Training Centre
at Mazarchar near Nagarbera, The
students from char-chaparis of Assam
are thus deprived of science, technical
and vocational education. These should
be facilitated to them without delay.

Even after 72 years of India’s
independence, women education is not
usually encouraged as boys in the char
areas of Assam. Even if their names are
enrolled, the distance which the girls
have to travel by country boats,
machine boats (Bhutbuti), bicycles and
motor cycles from their chars to the
nearest schools and colleges forces
them to dropout in large numbers. The
survey conducted by the Directorate of
Char Areas Development (DCAD),
Govt. of Assam in 2002— 03 shows that
“about 81% of the males and 92% of
the females in the char areas of the state
are illiterate” (Ahmed https://
countercurrents.org). Thus, the literacy

rate and educational scenario in general

and that of women in particular are very

dismal in the char areas of the state.

The traditional Islamic schools called
Madrassas play a vital role in the .
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education system of the char areas in
Assam. The notion that religious
education will help them go to heaven
after death encourages the religious
minorities to take Islamic education in
Madrassas. Although most of the
Madrassas which teach recitation and
memorization of the holy Quran in its
curricula are for boys, yet of late
Madrassas for girls are also being
established in some char-chaparis of
Assam. Called Banat Madrassa, and
considered higher educational
institution in the past, these Madrassas
for girls also impart similar Islamic
teachings with strict dress code of
Burga and the classes conducted by the
male teachers on the other side of a
screen. This make their acute
psychological complex act as a serious
barrier to their integration into the
mainstream of national life and has
prevented them from taking advantage
of the expanding educational
opportunities in contemporary Assam
state of democratic India. Inclusion of
modern education through subjects like
English, Mathematics, science and
computer education in the curricula of
the Madrassas will encourage the
students of the community to take
modern secular education in the area.,

It is a matter of surprise that no latest
data is available on the state of

S

education in the char areas of Assan
as there has been no socio-economic
survey on the region m more than 4
decade. The last significant one done
by Assam State Char Areas
Development Authority and the
Directorate of Char Areas
Development was in 2002—03. The
report of this survey reveals that the
educational scenario and literacy rate
in the char areas of Assam are a
deplorable one. The survey shows that
there are 1,852 lower primary schools,
574 middle schools, 218 high schools,
08 higher secondary schools and 18
colleges established to cater to the
educational needs of the char dwellers
in Assam. This, for a population of 25
lakh, means less than one lower
primary school for 1000 people and
worse in the case of higher education.
Moreover, these areas have a very high
dropout rate for the male child in
general and the female child in
particular at the primary school level
which opens the gateway to higher
education and pushes the person up in
the ladder of social status. The Socio-
Economic Survey Report of
Directorate of Char Areas
Development 199293 and 200203
distinctly shows the educational
scenario and literacy rate of the char
people in Assam:
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District Total Chars Y ofLiteracy | Total Chars | % of Literacy in
in 199293 in 199293 in2002-03 |  2002-03

Darrang 121 10.12 134 12.34
Barpeta 351 12.90 _ 277 17.63
Kamrup 148 16.85 175 15.16
Nalbari 58 7.90 32 16.24
Bongaigaor 150 12.85 117 12.46
Goalpara 187 8.38 179 13.65
Dhubri 313 19.06 480 14,60
Morigaon 41 8.02 39 18.50
Nagaon 29 9.44 43 17.59
Dhemaji 95 14.44 149 15.69
Lakhimpur| 182 14.01 109 18.50
Sonitpur 118 12.63 145 16.93
Tinsukia 86 14.20 79 14.00
Jorhat 210 31.90 293 60.55
Total 2089 2251

\ Literacy in Char Areas 15.45 Literacy in 1231
in 1992-93 s

in 200203

Source: Socio-Economic Survey  Thetableclearly showsthateven though
Report, Directorate of Char Areas the literacy rate in the char areas of

Devel 997_93 and Assam increased marginally from
zﬂng_ﬂ[ﬁn SR 15,45% during 1992-93 to 19.31%
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during 2002-03, it was much lower
than Assam’s overall literacy rate of
64.28% (53.79% and 50.48% in rural
Assam) in 2001, “If taken as one
administrative unit, the chars under 59
development blocks and accounting for
9.35% of Assam’s total population
form the most illiterate part of India.
In 2001 the country’s least literate
(36.10%) district was Alirajpur in
Madhya Pradesh while Bijapur district
of Chhattisgarh held this record in
2001 with 30.35%" (Sarma https://
www.nezine.com). Moreover, the
literacy rate in the char areas of the four
district of Kamrup, Bongaigaon, Dhubri
and Tinsukia had decreased from
16.85%, 12.85%, 19.06% and 14.20%
in 1992-93 to 15.16%, 12.46%,
14.60% and 14% respectively in
2002—03. This fallen literacy rate in
these four districts can be related to a
decline in the Muslim OBC literacy
rate by 2% in 2011 from that in the
census figure in 2001. Thus, the char
people in Assam collectively exhibit a
gloomy situation since no other
geographical area in India has seen
absolute fall in literacy rate as that
found in the char areas of Assam.

The district of Barpeta has the highest
number of permanent and semi-
permanent chars (351) as per the
Socio-Economic Survey Report of the

Directorate of Char Areas
Development, Assam 1992-93. The
abode of the Muslims mainly, the char
areas in the district has 12.90% of
literacy in 1992—93, which increased
to 17.63% in 2002—03. In addition to
the large chars like Moinbari, Bahari
and Baghbar which have accessibility
and some infrastructures like schools,
health centres and other state
government establishments, there are
many remote char-chaparis in the
district, which are deprived of all
modern amenities even today. Facilities
for quality education to compete
globally, electricity, health services,
safe drinking water supply, adequate
modern road facility, etc. are even a
dream to the char dwellers of Barpeta
district in particular and Assam in
general. Of course, like the liferacy in
all the different districts of Assam, the
increase of literacy in all the char
villages separately is not same. For
example, though “the literacy rate in the
char areas of Barpeta district is
12.90%, the state of literacy in
Alopati, Mazarchar and Baghmara Char
which also belong to Barpeta is not less
than 70%, 45% and 40% respectively
in 1992-93” (Hussain 96).

The educational status of the
char dwellers in the district of Goalpara
is in a pathetic state. During the pre-
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independence period, the pioneers who
took active initiative to spread the light
of education by establishing the
schools in the char areas of Goalpara
district were the persons like Khan
Bahadur Abdul Latif; Haji Mizanur
Rahman and Sabded Ali Master from
Rakhaldubi; Ahammad Ali from Chakla;
the Hindu Zamindar (landlord) family
from Karaibari; Nasiruddin Pir from
Jaleswar and the famous mass leader
Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani from
Chirakuti. Consequently, the literacy in
areas like Jaleswar, Ambari, Chunari is
higher than that in other char villages
in the district. In 1991 Census, the
overall literacy rate in Goalpara district
was 46.81% against Assam’s literacy
rate of 53.79%. But in 1992 —93, the
literacy rate in 187 char villages of
Goalpara district was 8.38% which
increased to 13.65% in 179 char
villages in 2002 —03.

The literacy rate and
educational status in the other char
districts of Assam are also dismal. The
literacy rate in the char areas of Nalbari
district was 7.90%, the lowest literacy
among all the char districts in Assam
in 199293, which increased to
16.24% in 2002—03. In this district the
literacy rate of the char people in
Kalairchar was 25% in 1992—93 but in

the chars like Bhangnamari and
Sialmari it was less than 4%. The
literacy rate in the char areas of
Morigaon district was 8.02% in
1992-93 but it increased to 18.50%
in 2002—03. The char-chaparis of
Nagaon district reached 9.44% in
199293 which rose up to 17.59% in
2002-03. In the char areas of Darrang
district in north-central Assam, the
literacy rate was 10.12% in 1992-93
but it increased to 12.34% in 200203,
The char areas of Sonitpur district in
north Assam had a literacy rate of
12.63% in 199293 but it was 16.93%
in 2002-03. Dhemaji district in the
north-eastern part of Assam has
comparatively small char areas of the
mighty river Brahmaputra. The literacy
rate of the char dwellers in the district
was 14.44% in 1992-93 but it
increased to 15.69% in 2002—03. In
the neighbouring district of Lakhimpur,
the literacy rate in the char areas in
199293 was 14.01% which improved
up to 18.50% in 2002—03. The district
which has the highest rate of literacy
in the char areas in Assam is Jorhat
district. The literacy rate in the char
areas of Jorhat was 31.90% in
1992—-1993 but it reached up to
60.55% in 2002-2003.

The study shows that the state of
literacy rate and educational scenario
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in the char areas of all the districts in
Assam is significantly poor except that
in the char areas of Jorhat district,
which again is much less than that of
the state and national average of
73.18% (78.81% male and 67.27%
female) and 74.04% respectably in
2011, The lack of adequate number of
teachers in schools, infrastructure
bottlenecks, limited sitting facilities,
late supply of books to the students,
limited number of educational
institutions compared to the number of
population, unhygienic condition of
the school campus, poor transport and
communication, child labour, child
marriage, lack of electricity facility,
and the deplorable socio-economic
condition caused by recurring floods
and continuous erosion are the main
reasons for the dismal state of literacy
and educational scenario in the char
areas of Assam. The schools run by
single teacher are many in number in
the char areas of Assam. “Out of 305
schools there are 94 schools which are
being run by single teacher under
Mandia Development Block. Under
Chenga Development Block out of 211
schools, 51 schools are being run by
single teacher” each having more than
hundred students (Mazid 161-162).

Findings of the Study

‘The findings of the study are a5
follows:

1. The literacy rate and level of
education in the char areas of Assam
are unexpectedly low. The literacy in
this part of the state was 15. 45%
during 199293 and 19.31% during
2002—03 but it was remarkably lower
than the state (63.25% in 2001 and
73.18% in 2011) and national (74.04%
in2011) average.

2. The literacy rate of the females was
about 8% in 200203 against 19.31%
literacy of their male counterpart in the
char areas of Assam.

3. The least literacy in the char areas
in 2002—-03 was in Darrang district
(12.34%) against its highest literacy
counterpart Jorhat district (60.55%).
The highest number of chars was in
Dhubri district (480) but its literacy
was 14.6%.

4. The number of schools is
significantly fewer in char areas than
that in other rural areas of Assam.
Teacher-student ratio in char schools
is unexpectedly low. There are many
examples of single teacher against huge
bulk of students in char schools.
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5. The socio-economic condition of
the char people is deplorable and so
awareness among them towards
education 1s noticeably low,

Suggestions

The following steps may be
taken to eradicate illiteracy and develop
the educational scenario in the char
areas of Assam:

1. Progress in literacy in the char areas
of Assam has to be faster to reduce the
overall inequality in literacy in the
state. For this, time bound plans and
programmes are to be chalked out and
implemented in every nook and corner
of the char districts in Assam by both
the state and central governments with
utmost care.

2. Adequate number of teachers,
preferably the local teachers should be
employed in the char schools to meet
up the teacher-student ratio.
Employment of teachers against vacant
posts should be ensured without delay.

3. Access to schools is to be improved
to fulfil the mandate of providing
Primary schools within a distance of 1
km and upper primary schools within a
distance of 3 km in the region. The

e

extreme remote areas may also be

made access to at least one primary
school each.

4. Supply of books to students should
be ensured before the class starts. Late
supply of books causes ample
problems to both the teachers and

students in the teaching learning
process.

5. The government should arrange
awareness programmes in the char
areas to increase the enrolment in
primary schools and discourage child
labour. Local educated unemployed
boys and girls may be engaged to make
it more successful. This will help in
reducing the number of dropping out
of school students.

6. Child marriage should be
discouraged and girls’ education
should be given top priority. For this,
special time bound and area specific
women education project should be
undertaken.

Conclusion

The socio-economic condition
of the char areas of Assam is a
deplorable one, Poverty stricken and
lacking in modern amenities of life,
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the char people are disadvantaged in
comparison to their mainland
counterparts in terms of physical
isolation and vulnerability to flood and
erosion. They are wanting in awareness
towards education, and deprived of
adequate educational facilities, health
care and modern transport and
communication facilities which result
in them very low rate of literacy and
high rate of population growth. No one
can deny that the poor literacy rate and
dismal educational level of the char
people have a long lasting impact upon
the state as a whole. Therefore, their
problems should be felt seriously for the
overall progress of the state in particular
and the country in general. Q
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LAND TENURE
SYSTEM IN CHAR
AREAS OF ASSAM:

.'.'

Shahjahan Ali Sheikh

‘Char areas’ of Assam is a
peculiar geographic entity of the
state. Those vast tracts of land
found in and on the bank of river
like Brahmaputra are known as
‘Char Areas’. Char area (locally
known as Char-Chapori) is an area
constitution of flood plain
sediments. The structure of these
lands is very soft and hence
lemporary in nature. These areas are
low lying so that found under water
during the period of flood every
year. The Char Chapori covers
3608 sq km of Brahmaputra basin

Which is 4.6% of Assam’s area. The
char areas are scattered from Sadiya
in the east to Dhubri in the west. An
estimated 25 lakh people reside in
2251 villages on these chars, Some
68% of the char dwellers are below

. poverty line (BPL). The people of

Char Chapori face a certain number
of problems including soil erosion,
over flooding, illiteracy, high
population growth and organised
hate crime against them (Das, 2000).

Initially these areas were
waste land and used for the purpose
of cow feeding and other such
secondary utility till the last part of
19" century. It was the British
Government of India who took
initiative for settlement of farmers
from then East Bengal through the
middle class like Lamindar,
Jotedar, Talukdar etc.

As per Survey report, 2003
by the Director of ‘Char Areas
Development, Assam’ there are
2251 numbers .of char villages
scattered in 60 numbers of
Development Blocks under 14
numbers of districts in Assam.
Among these districts, the Dhubri
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district has maximum 480 numbers
of char villages. In Assam, there are
24,90,397 population and 4,34, 754
households living in char areas
which constitute 12% of the total
population of the state, The

.

2,42,277 hectors i.e. 2.98% of the
total land of the state fall under char
areas. Like ‘Boarder Areas’, ‘Hill
Areas’, ‘Tea Garden Areas’ the
‘Char areas’ also recognised ag
Backward areas in the Government
records. The district-wise status of

cultivable land are measuring about  chars is given in the following table,
District-wise Breakup of Char Areas of Assam

District Igm?rf Pu:;t:tjinn L:ufiﬂ NLT::!]J y Hﬁtﬂd Hufs?ﬂnid P::EE
Villages hectare &
Kamrup 175 1,54,508 | 17,167 | 11,654 27,874 18,954 15.16
Nalbari 12 83,602 | 13432| 89% 16,103 11,008 16.24
Barpeta 277 268,344 | 36,655 | 24,736 45792 30,680 17.63
Goalpara | 179 1,86,826 | 19,860 13,728 30,136 | 20,644 13.65
Bongaigaon | 117 1,35,800 | 14256| 9,520 27,813 18,775 12.46
Dhubri 480 689,909 | 99,898 | 67,124 1,09748 | 75,725 14.46
Darang 134 1,42,405 | 16,756 | 11,239 29,617 19,827 12.34
Morigaon 39 91,324 11,932 7,954 18,129 12,146 18.50
Nogaon 43 89,803 | 12,036 8,056 17,920 11,969 17.59
Jorhat 203 2,15,095 | 42,174 | 28,016 35316 | 2,22,602 60.55
Sonitpur 145 1,45,729 | 24,168 | 16,410 23,428 15,931 16.93
Lakhimpur | 109 143,235 | 21,523 | 14,451 23,096 15,940 18.50
Dhemaji 149 91,203 | 16976 11,347 19,112 13,566 15.69
Tinsukia 79 52,605 | 14,004 9496 10,670 7,352 14,00
Total 2251 | 24,90,097 |3,60927| 2,42277 | 434754 | 2,95119 19.31
Source: Socio-economic Directorate of Char Areas
Survey Report 2002-2003 Development Assam,
of Char Areas of Assam, Guwahati.
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Being an agrarian society, the
live and livelihood of the people in
char area is basically depends upon
the land particularly land for
agriculture. The ownership of land
in char area remains still in g
dilemma. Till today, most of the
lands are Khas land and majority
of the farmers in char area are
landless farmer in Government
record. From the inception of
settlement, ownership of land in
char area was vested on Zamindars,
Jotedars, Talukdars etc and farmers
were as tiller of the land. Even after
seven decades of independence,
survey of the land in char area could
not complete. The present study is
an attempt to put forward the issue
to the researchers and planners.

Histury and Background of
People in Char Area:

The civilisation in char areas
takes place during the last decades
of 19™ century and it extends its
scope from the first decades of 20™
century onwards. Before that, these
areas, except a few, were filled with
forest and jungles. Mill’s report,
1854 and Census report, 1872

——

mentioned nothing about the live
and society of thege areas. Even as
Per census, 1901 population was
much less. The density of
Population per square mile in
Brahmaputra Valley was as
Goalpara 117, Kamrup 153,
Darrang 99, Nogaon 68, Sibsagar
120 and Lakhimpur 82. On the other
hand, there were a different picture
in province of East Bengal adjacent

to state of Assam (and were part of
Assam for 1905-1911). The density

of population there were as

Rongpur 617, Bogura 619, Pabna
772, Dacca 952, Moymon sing 618,

Nowakhali 694 and 416 in Silhet

district. These odd balance and

distribution of population leads

people to migrate from bulk to thick
density areas.

Immigration into char and its
neighbouring low lying areas were
due to some geographical and
socioeconomic factors. Though the
process of immigration was started
in the last part of 19" century but it
accelerated in the beginning of 20%
century (Sheikh 2000, p23). During
pre independence period, the major
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reasons of immigration were as
follows:

1.  Long lasting oppression and
suppression by Zamindars and
Mahajan leads the farmers to
become landless farmer. Due to
increasing rent and taxes farmers
were bound to resort loans from
Mahajan. Though interest was paid
to Mahajan but principal amount
were always unpaid and lands
owned by the farmers were went to
the hands of the Mahajan. So most
of these types of landless farmer
were used to migrate into Assam in
search of cultivated land.

2. During 1905 to 1911, Assam
was attached with East Bengal and
both comprise the same state.
There exchange was taken place on
Government employees, education,
culture etc. between two provinces.
Many of students were studied in
different schools and college in
Dacca and Calcutta.

3,  Landtenure system in Bengal
and Assam was another factor that
encourages much the farmers of
East Bengal to migration into
Assam. In Bengal where Zamindary

N

system was prevails under
permanent settlement but in Assam
(except Karimganj sub division and
Goalpara district) there prevails
Roytowari land tenure system. The
extent of rent and suppression in
Bengal was higher than in Assam.

4.  Inthe year 1893, 1897, 1898
and 1915, famines taken place in
most of the places of Bengal and
thousands of people were died in
famine. Many of subject in Bengal
were migrated into Assam in rescue
of famine.

5. Caste and culture was
another element of immigration in
to Assam. The south part of Assam
was a part of Bengal years after year. *
People resides here were Bengali
and they occupied majority in every
time, Similarities of language, caste
and culture of the residents were
made easy to immigration from

Bengal.

6.  Before the beginning of 20"
century, most of the land in Assam
was full. of forest and jﬂgglas.
Proportion of non-cultivated land to
the population were much high and
the fertile non cultivated land were
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attracted much landless farmers of
Bengal.

7. Theindigenous local people
show no interest on the chars and
low lying revarine remote areas.
These areas lying as grassing and
waste land.

8.  Another important factor for
immigration was the economic
condition of then Assam.
Population of Assam was drastically
decline due to Cholera, Kalazar,
Malaria like epidemic dieses and the
Burmese invasion. Report said,
population declines in Nogaon
district by 25 percent, 7 percent in
Kamrup and 9 percent in Mongoldoi
sub division during the decade
1891-1901. Some places in upper
Assam found to be uncultivated due
to lack of people. In such a situation
some prominent figures like
Gunabhiram Barua were prayed
then British Government to import
farmers from outside to settled in
Assam.

9. Colonization scheme of the
British Government was an
important factor that extends the
size of immigration into Assam. Like

Bengal, land in Assam was found
to be suitable for jute cultivation and
from the inception Government was
encourages outside farmers for the
Jute cultivation. They like laborious
and skill farmers of Bengal for the
purpose of extension of jute
cultivation and other cash crops.
Farmer of East Bengal was known

for more production in less amount
of land.

Though immigration was
taken place due to factors
mentioned above, but the colonial
policy of the British Government
was mainly responsible for the
immigration (Sheikh, 2000 p25). In
order to attract more immigration
into Brahmaputra valley Francis
Jekins, Commissioner and agent of
Governor General for North East
Frontier, emphasize on the extension
and development of road and
communication system. He wrote
letter to the Director of Assam
Company, Lord Dalhausie, to
extend the shipping from Guwahati
to Dibrugarh. Mr Anandaran Dekial
Phukan, an Assamese figure was
also a supporter of the immigration

AR 11 yea )




S At o T T, el

1

policy of the Government. In a letter
written to Mills, he expressed his
willingness as ‘the people from
some of the badly provided parts
of Bengal could be ....... invited to
Immigrate.’

The Socio Economic Status:

The socio economic
condition of the people live in char
areas 1s backward one. With 4.6
percent land the char areas are to
feed 12 percent of population in the
state. The rate of literacy in char area
is 19.31 percent (2002-03). In a
survey (2018) it is found that 89.3
percent household in char area
enrolled their children in school and
10.6 percent household still not
enrolled their children to any school.
Among the enrolled children 81.8
percent are found in Government
schools, 7.2 percent in private
schools and 10.9 percent in charity
funded religious institutions. High
rate of dropped out is a major
concern of char area. About 46.6
percent households admit that they
have dropped out children in their
family. Acute poverty, frequent
change of their living place,

———

insufficient road communication,
lack of awareness among the
parents, lack of schools, irregula;
schooling, inconsistence teacher-
pupil ratio, negligence on the part
of the teachers, poor condition of
classrooms, lack of learning friendly
environment in schools, absence of
inspection by the competent
authority etc are major problem in
respect of education in char areas
which are to be removed.

The public health system in
the Char areas of Assam is almost
non-existent. They are unaware of
the community measures to be
taken for healthy living. Anemia is
very prevalent among Char women
in Assam. Most of them drink
contaminated water, take
contaminated food, walk bare
footed on damp soil and spend
most of the time in unclean and
unhygienic environment. Moreover,
almost all people of the Char areas
go for open defecation. National
Foundation for India, New Delhi has
been made a study on women of
Char areas. The study (NFHS-3)
indicates that 92.2 percent of the
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deliveries of the Char mother are
taking place at home. Only 9.7
percent of the women from the
Chars are giving birth to their child
in Government hospitals with a
negligible 1.0 per cent in private
hospitals (Ahmed, 2007). Early
marriage is the biggest burden that
the women in Chars in Assam ¢
with frequent and high childbirth. In
most of the households of char
villages there are three generations
of women who have been married
at their tender ages of 13 to 15 years
and having given birth children as
many as ten times. The phenomenon
in many cases is that both the
mother and daughter give birth at
the same period.

The existence of child labour
is another acute problem in char
area. In flood and erosion affected
chars 90 percent of the people living
here are marginal and landless
farmer. After losing their base of
livelihood in flood and erosion,
unemployed and occupation less
household earn their livelihood on
rikshaw pulling, thella pulling,
kuliwala like nontraditional job and

their rootless children bound to
work in different field in Very
unhealthy and un hygienic
condition. They do all sorts of
works. It is found that household
displaced in erosion flies to other
places in search of job along with
their family and hence their children
also. Children having no other
business, they join their parent’s
job. Child labours of char areas are
found in different forms, Child
labour in fishing without the use of
protective equipments, carrying
massive loads in the construction
works, migrant child labours,
domestic child labour mostly girls,
bonded child labours etc. Though
child labour has been banned and
declared as crime and various
measures taken by the Government,
child labour practice could not be
stopped. In backward areas like
chars and other remote areas child
labour is a normal phenomenon, The
main reason of the existence of child
labour can be summarise as acute
poverty of the parent, frequent
migration of the household in search
of job, lack of proper
implementation of the Act and lack
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of morality on the part of the

employer. "

Wb ]

Identity crisis and social
discrimination is another major
concern of the people of char area.
When the helpless char dwellers
migrate from the chars, they
become .the . victims of
discrimination. Suspicion arises as
their attire, nature, behaviour,
languagg and religion on one hand
and the lack of knowledge on the
part of the people of the mainland
about.the chars on the other,
ultimately leads to a scenario, where
these char dwellers are labeled as
Bangladeshis or illegal immigrants

from across the international .

border. Discrimination occurs at
various levels especially in labour
market, where either they are paid
less than the existing wage rate or
driven out from the construction
sites by the pro-active ‘nationalist’
groups in their tirade of freeing the
motherland from the aliens (Gorky,
2012). It is unfortunate that while
the mainstream media as well as
organisations from the mainland
Assam dump thenr as illegal

immigrants, the same institutions
never care to trace the root cause
of their migration from the char

Land Tenure System in Char

Areas:

There is no special land
tenure system for Char-areas in
Assam. Based on the Colonial

_'e;:j:li}itahle land system and land

laws introduced in post
independence era, land tenure
system is running in Assam and in

 Char areas. The Land and Revenue
“ Law, 1886 is the foundation of land

and revenue policies in Assam. In
this law, there is no provision of
ownership of land by the farmers,
though all other matters related to
land were mentioned. For the
purpose of farmers right on land,
there were three tenancy laws viz.
Goalpara Tenancy Act 1929 for
Goalpara, Silhet Tenancy Act 1963
for Karimganj sub division and
Tenancy Act 1935 for other part of
valley district. To ovércome the
inequalities and conflict on the rights
of riots, The Assam Temporarily
Settled Areas. Tenancy Act, 1971
was introduced in the year 1971.
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Hunter report (1879)
mentioned that char areas of
Brahmaputra extent from Rongpur
to Bijni was full of jungles and this
land was used to feed cattle. Later
these land become cultivable and
Government provide one year
settlement to the farmers of
neighbouring villages. When
immigration takes  place
Government has settled East Bengal
farmers in these areas. Zamindars
of Gauripur, Chapar and Karaibari

were allotted these lands to rich

farmer as Jotedars who were
imported laborious farmers from
Rongpur and Moymonsingha
district.

Though the method and
process of cultivation was same in
all char areas, but the land tenure
and occupation was found not to
be uniform. When the Goalpara
district was under the Permanent
Settlement system, all other districts
of Assam were under Raytowari

settlement. Hence, land system in.

char areas of Goalpara district was
separate from that of Raytowari
system. In Goalpara, there was a
middle class viz. Zamindars,

Jotedars, Talukdars etc. in between
the Government and farmers. This
middle class was exploited farmers
in all the way. Farmers were bound
to pay rent along with other taxes.
Above all, majority of farmers was
landless. Either whom Zamindars or
Jotedars, rent was paid they were
treated as landless by law (Guha,
1984). On the contrary, farmers in
char areas in other district were
allotted land on yearly basis and
they were paid rent to the
Government directly. There was no
middle «class in between

Government and farmers (Sheikh,
2000 p84).

Under the permanent
settlement system, the'existing chars
of the river Brahmaputra were the
property of the Zamindars and they
welcome East Bengal immigrants
who were good cultivators and
used to pay high rate rents and
salamis. The Zamindars did not
bother about keeping the chars as
professional Grazing Reserves or
other reserves as in the temporarily
settled areas and a newly emerging
borderline char was often the scene
of armed fighting between different
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parties engaged by neighbouring
Zamindars. The Zamindars of
permanently settled estates claimed
full ownership of the chars and the
riverine areas thrown up by the
Brahmaputra and the perspect of
augmenting their revenue by selling
these tough hard working immigrant
cultivators on sandy lands which
had hitherto no value for them made
them extremely happy.

In Assam, during 1897 to
1929, for 32 years ‘The Bengal
Alluvion and Diluvion Regulation,
1825 was in force. Section 4(3) of
this Act mentioned that when a char
rise in the middle of Shipping River
shall come be under of the
Government if the channel between
chars and the bank neither cross by
walk. In the temporarily settled areas
of Assam, a new char thrown up in
the Brahmaputra is taken to be the
property of the State Government
which either keeps it as a grazing
reserve or settles it with cultivators
as per land settlement policy
resolution in force.
Generally, competition begins
among the farmers when a char land

becomes cultivable. No one waits
for Government steps to allotment
of such land. That is why much
encroachment and boundary related
disagreement found in chars. As
there is no provision to settle down
of such disagreement in either
‘Assam Land and Revenue Act’ or
‘Alluvion and Diluvion Act’, very
rare numbered case was settled
under revenue law.

In whole of the country, the
law is in force that ‘Eroded land
reformed on the old site continues
to be the property of the owner
provided it has not been completely
abandoned meanwhile. Abatement
of revenue is said to be an indication
of complete abandonment’. The
District Collector has the authority
to cut 1n rent of the land. But these
will loss the owner because if the
owner applies for rent relief then
certainly he will lose and the land
shall become as Khas land. If the
owner continues to pay rent even
after the land eroded then he will
get back the land after due time.
Provision under ‘the
Goalpara tenancy Act’ is that ‘the
tenants’ interest in the diluviated
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land subsists till 20 years or till 3
years after the appearance
whichever is less. The interest of
the owner of eroded land is
mentioned under Section 83 of the
Goalpara Tenancy Act as ‘If the
entire land of the tenure or holding
or a portion of such land is lost by
diluvion. The rent of the tenure or
holding shall be abated by an
amount which bears the same
proportion to the rent of the whole
tenancy, as the area lost bears to
that of the whole tenancy.

Land laws, those were in
force, in pre independence era were
not able to secure the interest of the
ryots on land in char areas. Land
allotment system was not error free
and farmers in char areas were
suppressed and exploited. Even
after the independence, situations
remain unchanged. Government
measures in case of allotment and
settlement of char land and impact
of erosion of Brahmaputra can be
sketch on that as there is no system
to settlement of temporary char land
so clash and disagreement on the
ownership are always to be found
in char areas. Char land becomes

under frequent erosion and people
residing there were scattered in
different places. After few years
when eroded land thrown up, it
becomes tough to establish the
ownership by the old farmers. Ifthe
eroded char thrown up in the same
place and owners was paying rent
regularly then it creates no
difficulties, But after erosion a char
can be thrown up as a set of many
chars. Again owners are leave to pay
rent afier the land eroded and the
land become khas land. In such
situation, it becomes difficult for the
revenue department to return the
land to its owner.

The nature of chars is not
same. Some chars are semi
permanent and some other is most
temporary. Those chars are situated
on the north bank of Brahmaputra
are found to be more permanent to
that of on the south bank. Many of
the farmers have patta on their
occupied land. Of course, these are
also not free from flood and
erosion. But the stability and
protection capacity is more than
other char lands. On the contrary,
conditions of char lies on the south
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bank are more acute and their both
stability and protection capacity is
very poor and uncertain. These
chars have rare patta lands and
even if few have patta but they are
not certain because once land
alleviate by Brahmaputra, patta
become valueless.

Lose of ownership of land
due to nonpayment of rent is a
normal fact to the farmers in chars.
Very few number of farmers are able
to pay rent regularly and the causes
of nonpayment of rent are due to:

(1) In many cases, the revenue
department denied to
receive rent of the eroded

land,

(2) Due to acute poverty among
cultivators, it 1s not
possible to pay rent for
the eroded land,

(3) After alleviate the land, farmers
become landless and in search of
livelihood they travel long distant,
For such farmers it is very difficult
to deposit rent in Government
office,

. S

(4) In some time, land less farmers
went to cities and town to earn their
livelihood. They become familiar to
the job that has no relation with
agriculture and they lose their
interest to pay rent of their eroded

land,

(5) Sometimes Government
declares some rent relief schemes
after flood, Due to illiteracy among
the farmers, they did not have the
accurate information about for how
many years and for what class of
lands the rent is relieved and hence
the leave to pay rent.

Lack of proper survey of
land is another problem in chars of
Brahmaputra valley. In Goalpara
district (permanently settled areas)
re-survey of char land starts in 1979
but the initiative stopped down due
to movement on foreigner’s issue.
In 1983, surveying of char land re
started but due to lack of sufficient
manpower like Mondals etc
process become at a slower rate.
In 1994, in few'selected districts of
lower Assam issuance of patta
starts to the household up to 6
bighas of land who occupied it for
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15 years or more. Again the issue
of foreigner has become a hindrance
in the process.

Conclusion:

Government should come
forward with some remedial
measures to overcome the
problems related to the settlement
of char land. Normally the
government personnel of revenue
department show no interest to visit
the char areas. When a char is
thrown up in the bed of river and
no immediate measures taken to
survey then it become difficult to
hand over the land to its owner. The
opportunist Matabar in char areas
become self declared owner of new
chars.

Because of the temporary
nature of char land, in order to
identification and rent fixation,
frequent survey and demarcation of
holding is urgently need. If the
revenue department 1s not
conscious about the quick survey
of newly thrown up chars normally
there will be some clash on claims
of holdings among the public.
Sufficient numbers of survey

personnel is necessary otherwise the
Government will lose its revenue.
The method and process of
determination of rent should simple
and the temporary nature of
settlement should apply at the
beginning.  During  post
independence period several land

law has been introduced. In tribe

belt areas farmers’ right has been
protected by law, but till the day,
no such land law is prepared for
char land. Keeping in mind the
special nature of chars, the
Government should come forward
with a special law for char areas
land. This will help in rising of land
revenue of the Government as well as
it will stop the oppression made by
Dewani and Matbars in chars.Q
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QURAN AND SCIENCE
ON THE

CREATION OF
HUMAN STRUCTURE -
A CONCISE DISCUSSION

Shahidur Rahman
Asstt. Professor

Introduction : Allah is the Lord of the
world. He is the creator of seven heav-
ens and the earth. He is the creator of
the universe and man. He is the cre-
ator of the visible, the invisible, the hid-
den and of the unseen. He is the cre-
ator of life and death and the creator
of life after death. He is the creator of
the Hell. He is the creator of the para-
dise as wide as the seven heavens. He
is the creator of the world of the Here-
after. Allah is the creator of Mankind
Jinn and of the angels and of all other
livings creatures on earth and in all the

heavens,

Allah created Adam as the first
man from non-living clay or wet earth
or mud or dust and coator. Allah then
fashimedman in due porportion and
gifted him with heart, eyes, ears, skin,
brain and all other things and perfected
him by infusing His Spirit and inspired
him with conscience of what is wrong
and what is right for him. Allah created
man with a softy station and preferred
man above many of those whom Allah
created. The Allah has created and
honoured the children of Adam.
Discussion : There are billions of
people on earth not one duplicates an-
other. Not even identical twins. This

- uniqueness is only one astonishing fact

of the assembly of some 600 muscles,
206 bones, 60,000 miles of blood ves-
sels, 60 to 75 trillion cells, our body.
Human structure is composed of about
75 trillion cells, each having a
membrance a bare 0000001 millime-
ter thick. Each cells carries an identi-
fication tag recognized by other cell
membranes. Millions of cells die ev-
eryday and are replenished instantly.
Professor Dr, Glenn Clerk writes * In
the physics and chemistry laboratories
we find that the body is fluid and is not
a solid thing. It is not permanent it, is
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changing every hour, every minute and
every second. Human body contains

between 85 to 90 percent fluid i.e wa-

ter. Human structure and all its organs

are so perfect and appropriate in de~

sign and in its creation and operation
that no worldly machine could ever
match it.” The Holy Quran says - “It is
He who created all things and ordered
them in due proportions’ (Chapter 25,
verse 2) again that only Quran says *
Allah knoweth that which every female
beareth and that which the wombs
abore and that which they grow. And
every thing with Him is measured’
(Chapter 13 Verse 8)

Loius Pasteur was amazed and

shocked when he looked through the
microscope at a small picee of human
flash and cried “ I am seeing a whole in
a part recognized by other cell mem-
branes. Millions of cells die everyday
and are replenished instantly, It is amaz-
ing that 75 trillion cells of human body
can live in each harmony, each mind-
ing its own business, efficiently per-
forming its own task. It is something
to fonder and is a marvel of Allah, A
famous physiologist Dr. Andren
Conway Writes - “ In the science of
physiologist when one studies growth
development, maintenance and repair

—

“of the body, it 1s found that each cell

almost without exception knows it

‘role in carrying out design or purpoge

for the welfare of the body as a whoje »
Thus various parts and organs of the
human body and their functions and de.
signs are wonders of nature.

a) The Human Brain : Let yg
take the human brain which itself'is 5
tremendous complicated and complex
structure. The number of neutron in
one brain is more than 25 billion. No
computer can duplicate all its myriad
functions. Even one is asleep, it con-
tinues handling traffic that would
swamp all the worlds telephone ex-
change. The wonders performed by
human organs are due to the creative
powers wielded by the Holy Spirit
lodged by Allah in the body.

b) The Nervous System : Lets
look at the nervous system which fune-
tions day and night when millions of
messages four through its billions of
cells, telling the heart where to beat,
limbs when to move, lungs when to
draw in air. Consider the SEnsory
nerves which tell us whether curry is
tasty, a picee of" music is pleasing, a

Veiw is nspiring,

Let us see the marvels of hu-
man cillculatory system, It is longer
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than any railway. It has an estimated
60000 to 160000 miles of route. This
is working silently and automatically
day night. If normally provides the ex-
act blood flow required by any tissue
or organ of the body, carrying food to
and wastes away from several hundred
million and million customs the body
cells. The circulatory system even pro-
duces its own rolling stock, the red and
while cells. In a single second it manu-
factures millions and red cells to re-
place equal number of cells that have
perished.

¢) The Human Liver and the
Splum : This wonder human organ the
liver is a tree pound gland tucked un-
der the ribs of the right side of one’s
body. More than 560 liver functions
have been catalogued todate and new
ones are constantly been discovered.
Each second ten millions of one’s red
blood cell die and must be disposed of.
The splum breaks them down then the
liver help Salvage the component parts.

d) The Human Heart : The
human heart wights nearly 12 ounces
and hangs by ligaments in the centre
of one’s chest. It is hardworking four
chambered pump actually two pumps,
one to more blood in the lungs the
other to push it out into the body. Ev-

eryday the heart pumps blood through
60000 miles of blood vessels. In one’s
life time it pumps 360000 tons of
blood. The heart generates its own cal-
culatory and sends out palses to trig-
ger contraction. (What makes heart to
beat is still unknown to scientists).

The Holy Quran says - “ God has
set a seal on their hearts and their hear-
ing and lowered a veil over their eyes,
great is the penalty they incur (Chap-
ter 2, verse-7). This verse is one of the
most magnificant scientific marvels of
the Quran. Itis impossible to know and
understand man withourt comprehend-
ing the facts of science hidden in this
verse. While these who believe that the
heart is nothing but a lump of flesh and
expect deliverance through artificial
hearts to allow in ignorance the (Glori-
ous Quran the source of all wisdom in
the universe describes man from his
deepest and most essential center. The
heart with its vascular extension leads
up to two open portals in the body.
These are the lungs and the kindneys.
The blood is purified by oxygen in the
first of these and cleaned of food rem-
nants in the second. O
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ASSAM TEA

Nibedita Das Gayan

Assam 1s famous all across the
globe for its natural beauty, rich culture,
climate and tea plantation . The
mountain region, pleasant climate and
greenery of this place make it a
location to remember. In fact Assam is
the place where Indian Tea originated
over 168 years ago.

Assam Tea is a black Tea named
often the region of its production
Assam, India. Assam Tea 1s
manufactured specifically variety
assamica. The same plant is also
traditionally used in Yunnan province
in China. The famous Assam tea is
mostly grown at or near sea level and
is known for its body, briskness, malty
flavour, strong bright colour. This tea
is often sold as “breakfast” tea.

The state of Assam is the
world’s largest tea growing region

—

lying on either side of Brahmaputra
River and bordering Bangladesh and
Myanmar. This part of India has high
precipitation, during monsoon period
as much as 10 to 12 inches of rain per
day. The daytime temperature rises to
about 30°c, creating green house like
effect, like extreme humidity and heat.
This tropical climate contributes to
Assam’s unique malty taste and for
which the Assam’s tea is well known to
everyone.

Assam generally known for
black tea though this region also
produces smaller quantities of green
and white tea with their own distinctive
characteristics.

Assam and Southern China are
historically known for native tea plants.
China and India are known for
commercial tea production and India s
in the second position whereas China
is in the first position.

As far as the history of tea in
Assam goes, it was discovered quite
accordingly by a Scotties adventure
named Robert Bruce in the year 1823.
He noticed that certain plant variety
grew wild in this region and some
native used the leaves of the plant to
brew an aromatic concoction. Actually
Robert Bruce was on a trading mission
where he noticed tea like plant growing
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in wild condition near Rangpur. R,
Bruce was reportedly directed by
Moniram Dewan (actual name
Moniram Dutta Barua, a local merchant
and was Singpho Chief). He told that
the Singpho people of that area drinking
something like tea. The Singphos
brining tea leaves from the bush and
arranged with the tirbel chiefto provide
him with samples of the leaves and
seeds which he planned to
scientifically examined. Robert Bruce
died shortly without finishing proper
classification of this plant. His brother
Charles came forward after few years
and arranged leaves from Assam tea
bush to be sent to the Botanical garden
in Calcutta for proper examination.
There the plant finally identified as a
variety of tea, or camellia sinensis var
Assamica but it is different from the
Chinese version (Camellia sinensis var
sinensis) “the first book is written by a
Chinese writer named Lu Yu and the
name of the book Tea classic.” The
British East India Company was
realized through a body of experts
consisting the tea committee (1834)
to assess the scientific nature and
commercial potential of Assam tea.

By the later 1830°s , a market
of Assam tea was being accessed in
London and the positive feedback led
the East India Company to inaugurate
along drawn process of dispossession

of agricultural land and forest
conunons through the infamous “Waste
land Act” allowing significant portions
of the province by the private capital
to be transformed into tea plantations.

The first company that was set
up for making and growing “Assam tea”
was called the “Assam tea company™
which is started in the year 1839. In the
next coming years, Assam tea was
spreading its realm and by 1862, the
Assam tea business comprised of over
160 gardens all owned by 5 public
company along with 57 private planters.
later the Government decided to
appoint a special commission for
enquiring about every aspect of the
company. Today Assam tea generates
huge amounts revenue and is one of
the most favoured tea in the country.

The Assam tea industry is one
of the most enterprising tea-producing
regions in the world. The Estates in
Assam collectively produce close to
507 million kg of tea every year,
making the state of Assam the world’s
tea region.

The Assam tea is known for
producing both orthodox as well as
CTC. variety of teas, Popular gardens
produced in Assam include the whole
leaf, fanning and dust of these only the
latter three can be produced via CTC
method leg cut manufacturing process.
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Some famous tea Estates in Assam
produce high qualities of Assam tea.

There are many benefits of
Assam tea. It is excellent for
maintaning heart health and is known
to be good for the brain, since it
contains heavy amount of caffeine, the
Assam brew is great for kicking away
lethargy in the moming. In fact it is
often compared to the English
breakfast tea, because it is so strong
but unlike coffee it does not cause
jitters and because of its slow release
of caffeine, it helps people to focus on
their work for much longer without
breaking into jitters. It is an excellent
alternative to coffee.

Most of the Estates are located
in Upper Assam and southern Barak
Valley. Jorhat is known as the tea
capital of the world and the small city
has been the main centre of tea
cultivation in the state,

Birjhora tea garden is one of
the biggest tea garden located
Mechpara in the city of Bongaigaon,
Assam produces good quality of tea.

It is also beautiful because of it
slopping towards Bageswari hill
greenery of the garden attracts visitors
every year and a river named kujia
which is flowing inside the garden adds
natural beauty.

—

Birjhora tea estate jg
established on 10" September, 1923
by some British parsonnel.

Not many people are well aware
of the existence of white tea made

~ from the same camellia sinensis plant

as the green and black variety of tea,
This brew is extremely under rated. The
black and green tea have been in the
limelight, since decades. But the white
tea is still struggling to gain global
popularity.

The extremely under rated white
tea is very good for health and the
Chinese proclaim it to be almost
medicinal. It is the most dedicated
variety of tea because it is carefully
processed. Made from young buds of
the camellia sinensis plant which are
handpicked quickly. The tea is whitened
in the sun. The leaves are not allowed
to oxidized, so the brew contains heavy
qualities of antioxidants. There are the
many health benefits of white tea. We
are blessed for having such type of
plant in Assam as well as in India.

Assam is the world’s largest tea
growing region. At present Assam
produces about 55% of the country’s
total tea production. Very recently in
the year the state Government decided
tolunch a “A CHAI BAR” in Guwahati
to popular “Assam Tea” among the
domestic and foreign tourists. Q)
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Abdul Khaleque
Asstt. Professor

The NAAC is founded by the
Government of India in 1994, The full
form of NAAC is National Assessment
and accreditation council. It is an au-
tonomous organisation that assesses
and accredits the higher educational In-
stitution in India which is founded by
university Grant Commission of India
and its headquarter is located in Ban-
galore, |

The main aim and object of
NAAC is to improve the quality of
Higher Euducation. The peerteam vis-
its the Higher Educational Institutions
with and objective of helping them to
work continuously to improve the qual-

ity of education. NAAC is the member

of the Interriational Network for qual-

ity xflssuranﬂeﬂgﬁnciﬂs in Higher Edu-
cation Comprising of over 120 differ-
ent National agencies engaged in as-
sessment, Accreditation and Aca-
demic Audit. '

~ Since the beginnig of the for-
mation.of NAAC ithas assessed huge
Higher educational Institutions (HEI)

~across the country. Although India has

one of the largest and diverse educa-
tional systems in the world but NAAC
has able to played a pivotal role to
make uniformity in place of diversity.

The higher education in India
has grow at a rapid pace after indepen-
dence. The country has developed its
educational resources in all spheres,

'be it primary education secondary edu-

cation, higher education or in techni-
cal education. To regulate and to give
new shape to the Indian education the
govt of India announced National
policy of education and the plan of
Action (POA 1992) Stressed out the
need of strategic plants and advecated
for the establishment of an
indipendent national accreditation

body. .
The Assessment and accredi-

tation council functions throughits

general council (GC) and Executive

‘committee (EC). Both the GC and EC

are represented by educational admin-
istrators , policy makers and senior
Academician from a cross-section of
the system of higher education. The
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president of GC is the chairperson of
the UGC and the chairperson of EC is
an eminent academician. The Director
of NAAC is its academic and adminis-
trative head, and is the member secre-
tary of both the GC and EC. The coun-
cil has many advisory and consultative
committees to guide its practices.
The National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC)
Stresses on making quality assurance,
an integral part of the higher edueation
Institution. The mission statement of
the NAAC aim at translating the
NAAC’s vision in to reality defining the
following key tasks of the organisation.
To arrasge for periodic assess-
ment and accreditation of institution of
higher education or units thereof or
specific academic programme or
projects.
* To stimulate the academic en-
vironment for promotion of quality of

teaching
learning and research in higher Educa-

tion.

* To encourage self-evaluation,
accountability, autonomy and innova-
tions in

higher edcation.

¥ To undertake quality related re-
search studies, consultancy and train-
ing

pro erand

» To collaborate with other stake-

holders of higher Education, promg.
tion and
sustenance.

Guided by 1ts vision and
striving to achieve its mission, the
NAAC primarily assesses the qual-
ity of institutions of higher Educa-
tion that volunteer for the process,
through an internationally accepted
methodology.

Value Frame work of NAAC:

The changes in the Educa-
tion System sa a result of the im-
pact of the technology private par-
ticipation and globalization and the
consequent shift in values have been
taken into consideration by the
NAAC , while formulating the fol-
lowing core values for its accredi-
tation frame work.

(i) Contributing to Na-
tional Development :

The HEIs have a significant
role in human resource develop-
ment to cater to the needs of
Economy, Society and the country
as a whole, thereby contributing to
nation . It is therfore appropriate
that the assessment and accredita-
tion process of the NAAC looks
into the ways HEIs have been re-
sponding to and contributing to-
wards National Development,

(ii) Fostering Global Compe-
tencies among Student :
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with liberalization and global-
ization of economic activities, the
demand for internationally accept-
able standards in higher education
has grown. Therefore, the accredi-
tation process of the NAAC needs
to examine the role of HEIs in pre-
paring the students to achieve core
competencies (inovative and cre-
ative) to face the global require-
ments successfully.

iii) Inculcating value system

among the student :

The HEI’s have to shoulder
the responsibility of inculcating the
desirable value system among the
students . The NAAC assessment
therefore examines how these es-
sential and desirable values are be-
ing inculcated in the students by the
HEl’s.

iv) Promoting use of Tech-
nology: To keep pace with the de-

velopments in other spheres of

human endeavour, the HEl's have

to enrich the learning experience of

their wards by providing them with
the state of the art education tech-
nology.

v) Quest for Excellence :
Contributing to nation building and
skill development of students, In-
stitutions should demonstrate a
drive to develop ﬂlEII‘.ISEl‘I:"ES into
centre’s of excellence. This quest

for excellence could start with the
assessment or even earlier, or even
earlier, by the establishment of the
steering committee for the prepa-
ration of the self study Report
(SSR) of an institution. Another
step in this direction could be iden-
tification of the strengths and weak-
ness in the teaching and learning
process as carried out by the insti-
tutions,

* NAAC is model body that
evaluats higher Education, gives out
grade twice a year in May-June
and November-December. NAAC
grade range form A++ (Highest to
C. The lowest grade cumulative
grade point average (CGPA) of less
than or equal to 1.5 means that the
educational institution is not accred-
ited. In this way the peer team vis-
its the HEI’s after being applied for
the same.

Since the begining to till date,
the NAAC has endeavoured best
to improve the quality of Higher
edeucation across the country.
Inspite of huge diversity, the NAAC
is able to establish uniformity in the
sphere of Higher education. In this
respect, the NAAC has _crﬁnted
new paradigm to work continuously
to improve the quality of Educa-
tion. Hope NAAC will act upon

this. O
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NEED FOR
DIGITIZATION IN
COLLEGE
LIBRARIES

Muzafor Ali Ahmed
Librarian

1. Introduction : Digitization is an
important aspect for Academic
libraries in 21st century. In Digital
India Every academic institutions is in
needed digital library Digitization as a
method of Preservation 1s now a global
Phenomenon as well as the new trend
in managing a library collection
especially Precious ones among
academic libraries. The term
“digitization” refers the electronic
Process of converting a document in a
non digital medium into digital form of
storage, retrieval and transmission.

B

Today in the era of informatigp

technology, academic libraries are
facing new challenges of rapid growth
of electronic publications, The
application of Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) has
the greatest impact on library and
librarianship. The impact of Such
technologies (Computer network,
internet, CD-ROM etc.) has led to a
paperless society. Now a day with the
help of computer we can recorded the
information document and disseminate
whenever required by the user. Today
it is possible to digitize and store
information in the form of graphics,
network, text, color images, voice,
signals and video clips at an adorable
cost.
2. Meaning of Digitization :
Digitization is the representation of an
object, Image, Sound, document or
Signal by generating a series of
numbers that describe a discrete set of
its points or samples. Digitization is of
crucial importance to data processing,
storage and transmission. Digitization
is a Process of taking traditional
materials to the electronic form where
they can be stored and manipulated by
a computer.

3.Need for Digitization : Today, in an
environment of information explosion
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|ibraries facing monetary and
manpower constraints are able to
acquire every document Published
under one roof and thus evolve the
concept of networking among
libraries. Automation helped the
libraries in improving library activities
and accelerates their working. It saves
the time, efforts and manpower of
libraries. With the advancement of
computer technologies any
information can be turned into
sequences. So, user can access those-
(i) Plan and non-plan fund allotted to
the libraries are insufficient.
sequences without any problem.
Automation saves the maximum time
of the library staff and also helps the
library user to getting the required
information within a short time.

The Concept of digitization
evolved in the field of libraries. In this
regard library shall be as follows- The
traditional libraries shifted towards
automated libraries, the automated
ones towards electronic libraries, the
electronic ones towards digitization
ones and ultimately to virtual libraries.
4. Digital library system: A digital
library is a collection of documents in
organized electronic form, available on
the internet or on CD-ROM (Compact
disk read only memory) disks.

Depending on the specific library, a
user may be able to access magazine
articles, books, Papers images, sound
files and videos.
5._Characteristics of Digital
Library :

The important Characteristics
of digital libraries are as follows :-
* Digital library is a digital object.
* Digital library Provides faster access
to information.
* Digital library enables easy
management of large amounts of

data.

* Digital library collections are fixed
and Permanent,
* Digital library support formal and
informal learning procedures.
* Digital library can be accessed by
any user from any work place.

6. Functions of Digital library :
The most important function of

digital libraries are :

* To Provide friendly interface to
users.

* To avail network facilities.

* To support library functions.

* To improve the cost effectiveness
of library operations.

* To enhance advanced search, access
and retrieval of information.

* To support in editing and Publishing
annotations and integration

——
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of information.
* To digitize documents for
Preservation and for space saving.
7. Problems of Digitization :

The major Problems of
digitization in college libraries are man
power, fund and infrastructure. Without
this the digitization of college libraries
is not possible.

The following Problems are seen for
digitization in college libraries-

(ii) Lack of computer workstation.
(iii) Lack of Professional for
digitization.

(iv) Lack of Space.

(v) Lack of adequate infrastructure.
(vi) Copyright Problem.

(vii) Training for manpower
development (Library staff) is not
seen in college libraries.

8. Prospects :

The changing information and
communication technologies have
brought the creation, handling,
delivering and storage of information
in digital forms. In this changing
environment using digital technology
in the college libraries is very much
important.

The following points may be
recommended/Suggested in this
connection for the college libraries-
* The government Should take steps for
Providing library facilities

——

with well equipped moder
technology as per to the college.
* Earmarked grants for the college
libraries should be given.
* Adequate funds may be provided and
utilized Properly.
* More Professional staff Should be
developed in the College libraries to
run the library smoothly.
* Digitization is very much needed in
today’s library context,
* Information technology may be
facilitated for making network

among the libraries.
* (College management committee
should take steps to take help/
assistance from the UGC
(INFLIBNET) for the successful
implementation of modern

technology.

9, Conclusion :

In Digital India, Digitization is
an important aspect for academic
libraries in 21st Century. In developing
a digital library, librarians will have a
hard task to do. The Information and
Communication technology has
changed the Complexion of today’s
libraries an a large scale.Effective
application of ICT in libraries help in
Performing their operations and
services effectively. The automated
services of the college libraries are
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galﬂﬂlﬂ momentum day by day, When
planning a digital library many factors
like-

management support, adequate
financial resources , staff cooperation,
and security are to he maintained and
adopted. Then there is no doubt that
digitization will work well and
Promptly in any type of environment.
Digitization in all aspects of life
including libraries will save time,
energy, manpower, space etc,
Everybody in the society should be
aware of the need of Digitization
science and Technology. O
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To see this real World

A thousand winds that blow

Awaken in the moming’s hush.

Those speeches that make me inspired
I 'wish to regain the words that are
‘Buried below.

Sentences that are silence

An award of responsibilities

You always meant so very much.

The special memories we spent together
And sometime of course it causes pain.
Many tears that poured out like rain drops
And the powerful influences that
Continues to be......
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Introduction :

The Mational Service Scheme,
popularly known as the NSS, is not only
a name itself,but an institution for
young India. It is a symbol of youth
energy, Unity and Intigrity of a vast
country like India, through a major ac-
tivity intended to engage the volunteers
of colleges and univesities in commu-
nity services on a voluntary basis. It
was launched in 1969 on the birth cen-
tenary of Mahatma Gandhi, who con-
ceived the idea of involving youth in
constructive service.

Mational Service Scheme is one
of the schemes in the Educational
programmes which develop the person
fully responsible citizen. Volunteers
are involved in the scheme gather un-

——

der one roof with the same goals angd
objectives.
The Motto of NSS:

The motto or watchword of the
Mational Service Scheme is ‘“NOT ME
BUT YOU. This reflects the essence
of democratic living and upholds the
need for selfless service to the soci-
ety. The NSS believes “Service to man
is Service to God.” The symbol of the
National Service Scheme is based on
the *Rath’ wheel of the ‘Konark Sun
Temple’ situated in Orissa. This giant
wheel of the Sun Temple represent the
cycle of creation, preservation, release,
and signify the movement in the life
across time and space. Similarly NSS
symbol which is a wheel with eight
spokes represent 24 hours which
means that the NSS organization and
the volunteers are ready for service
for all the 24 hours, round the clock.
The NSS symbol is used everywhere,
in all NSS activities. It also appears on
the badge which the NSS volunteers are
used in the NSS8 activities or
programmes. Every year, 24th Septem-
ber is celebrated as NSS foundation
day.

The benefits of joining NSS in a col-
lege :

The main aim of joining NSS is
Personality Development through
commuunity services. So, definitely
after going for it will result in building
you a great personslity. And you may
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need not to opportunity for personal-
ity development classes.

. By joining NSS you will get an
opportunity for a journey to discover
yﬂuﬁﬂlf.

. You will learn about your
strengths and weaknesses.

. You will definitly learn amaz-
ing skills and qualities like leadership
and team work among people with dif-
ferent streams.

e You will get exposure for your
work and talents. Even for small con-
tributions and achievements.

s You will explore different cul-
tures, mentality and actual situations/
problems in different parts of the State,
in villages, in different parts of coun-
try and even different nations through
NSS special camps, National camps and
international Exchange programs.

B The work you do will provide
you with self satisfaction which is
worth of spending time in it. Believe
me or not it is the one of the best extra
- curricular activity to be a part of life.
. By doing work in it you will
be definitely contributing in building
nation.

. It makes you socially active and
responsible person. You will learn 10
stand up different among the crowd.

* °  ltdevelops your problem solv-
ng skills, you will be able to solvereal
life and practical problem. It provides
You with a lot of opportunities to learn
new ﬂ‘ljngg_

. Some other benefits 0of NSS are
certificates, prizes, popularity, names
and photos in news papers,
aIlnwances,refreshments, ete.

. You will gain more of above
hste_cl things only if you are sincere and
dedicated to do work genuinely. It will
5t111rel}r boosts up your knowledge over-
all.

Origin of NSS Unit in R.G.M.
College :

National Service Scheme was
launched in R.GM. College in the year
2004 under the chairmanship of Asir
Uddin Ahmed Principal I/c and Mr.
Abdus Sobur as programme officer. In
the initial years, the programme officer
performed some awareness
programmes on AIDS, Health care etc.
In 2005, he undertookan Orientation
programme in Narendrapur, Kolkata.
But due to lack of finances and non-
provincialisation of the college along
with some internal problems,the NSS
unit was remained inactive for few
years. But in the year 2013, the col-
lege NSS unit became re-juvinated un-
der the chairmanship of Dr. Zahurul Is-
lam, principal and Mr. Abdus Sobur,
programme officer.

In between 2013 to 2014, the R.GM.
College NSS Unit has been perform-
ing various programmes regularly.
Some of the programmer are observa-
tion of MAY DAY, International
Women Day, World Environment Day,

—
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One Day Workshop on People’s Edu-
cation Programme, NSS Foundation
Day, and also organised NSS special
camp in adopted village namely
Sontoshpur Part - III under the able
leadership and guidance of Mr. Abdus
Sobur, the then NSS programme of-
ficer of the college.

There is a rule that NSS
peogramme officer be changed each
after three years. Mr. Abdus Sobur, has
performed his duty as programme of-
ficer since 2004 and that is why, he
willingly requested the principal of the
college to appoint a new programme
officer in place of him. Granting his
request, the then principal Dr. Zahurul
Islam offered green signal and as such
a general meeting was held in the
Teacher’s Common Room on 02/02/
2015 where a new advisory commitee
for R.GM. College NS8 Unit is con-
stituted. Mr. Golam Sarrowar is ap-
pointed as new programme officer in
place of Mr. Abdus Sobur. This new
committee has been discharging its
functions smoothly since 02/02/2015.
The programmes.which are already
completed under the able influence and
guidance of Mr. Golam Sarrower in-
cludes - the regular activities which are
like the same as mentioned above. Be-
sides, it has held General Health Camp
- International Yoga Day ; Rastriya Ekta
Diwas ; Digital Banking Awareness
Programme ; Awareness Programme

e

on Disaster Management ; Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan ; “Safe Enwrnnmem
Safe Life” programme, Swachchata I—h
Seva Programme ; *Qaumi Ekta Week’,
etc. Besides, the NSS Unit hald a spe-
cial camp at Sontoshpur - Bharalipara
village from 20/03/2019 to 26/03/
2019,

It is worth mentionable that the
R.GM. College NSS Unit has always
been trying its best to render social
service and to train the students for
doing so. It always encourages the vol-
unteers to make them fit for societal
development work.

At present, there are more then
100 volunteers in the college who are
always ready to stand by the needy one.

But one thing might be dis-
cussed and ought to bring to the kind
knowledge of the NSS authorities that
there should be regular funding to the
all colleges for performing both regu-
lar and special activities. The amount
is also too much limited that neither
of the programmes are completable
without the help of the college
administration’s financial support,
which is too much problematic for the
newl}' provincialised colleges like
our’s. Therefore, I may humbly request

to the authority concern to come for-
ward with this vital issues. Otherewise,
the noble slogans of NSS “Not Me ,
But You" will remain only in black and
white in the documents, not in the field.
Let our aothority thinks about it. O
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WHAT IS REAL
SUCCESS IN LIFE
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Abu bakkar Siddique
Asstt. Professor

Every one wants to be success-
ful, whether it’s in work, or just life in
general. successful doesn’t necessar-
ily mean you have to spend all our time
working. Real Success is way beyond
the physical things we can see, real suc-
cess is all about the filling of satisfac-
tion we get when we accomplish a task
or do something, It is the happiness we
get just by remembering what we have
achieved and how we did it, real suc-
cess has to do with a lot of positive
feeling about ourselves and pride in that
we have been able to do. As we can see,
real success can only be achieved
within one’s self and that is why a lot
of people who we think are successful
still believe they aren’t just because

they aren’t happy with what they are
doing or they feel from this, we can
see that it is very importent to attain
true success in life .
HOW ONE CAN ATTAIN REAL
SUCCESS

For one to be successful, the
first and most important things one
needs to do is to set goals can one re-
ally have something to pursue and
claim success when we got those things
or meet the set goals and terget. A very
impottant ingredient in achieving real
success is determination. If one is go-
ing to get real success, one has to be
determined to never give up no matter
what the situation might be, another
very important ingredient is hard work
as we can’t expect to be successful if
we don’t work hard and do all it takes
to meet all of our set goals. It is im-
portant that we get all the skills that are
required for us to be successful in our

chosen field.
MONEY ISN'T A MEASURE OF

SUCCESS

While it is important to note
that having money is a part of being
successful and you can classify as rich
person as being successful, money is
not all that success in about and we have
a lot of people around us that are seem-
ingly rich but still count themselves
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as not successful.

Money is very important to suc-
cess in life but it is not a necessity and
neither is it the only key to success in
life

The most important tool for
success is Education because without
Education, we wouldn’t be able to have

a wide view of the world and be able to
imnovate and develop.

“Success is not final, failure is
not fatal. It i1s the courage to continue
that counts” But the meaining of suc-
cess is not live a happy life and to make
this world a better place for everyone.
Itisavalue in life. O
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Mostafizur Rahman Tal i
Abdul Motleb, F'*mrﬂzr«‘:fu;lrl“:larl e
Joinal Abedin, Bhadaipara
Jahangir Alom, Parerchar

Soleman Ali, Paschim Lengtisinga
Ikbal Hussain (G.S,RGMCSU)
Omme Salma Sultana

Lalchand Ali Ahmed. Dumerguri
Mohir Uddin Mondal, Sontoshpur
Fakar Uddin Ali Ahmed, Bhadaipara.
Abdul Khaleque Ahmed, Kalbari
Shahidul Islam.

PROCESSION SUB-COMMITTEE

President : Abu Bakkar Siddique, Asstt. Professor, RGM College.
Convenors : Dr. Abu Bakkar Siddique, Asstt. Professor, RGM College.
Atowar Rahman (Teacher) Jharpara

Members:

PENOmMALMD A

1.
12,
13.
14,
15.
16.
17.

Abul Kalam Azad, Asstt. Professor, RGM College.
Dr. Ruzena Khatun , Asstt. Professor, RGM College.
Sk. Atowar Rahman.

Sirajul Hoque Pramanik.

Motior Rahman.

Abdus Salam.

Abdul Basid.

Akbar Ali, (Searetary)

Ratna Sarkar. (A.P. Member)

Abul Kalam Azad, (Sontoshpur)

Roushanara Khatun.

Khorsed Alom, (AAMSU) _

Shahil Rana, (Office Asstt. RGM College)

Rejaul Hoque

Kanak Sutradhar.

Nural Islam, Little Star English School

Mimo Sarkar,Little Star English School
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President
Convenor

Members:

FOOD SUB-COMMITTEE

Sri Atul Ch. Ghosh, Lengtisinga
Haji Amzad Hussain, Bhadaiapara
Alhaj Sofiur Rahman, Asstt. professor.
1 Sri Sribash Saha.

2 Tahaj Uddin Ahmed, (Chairman, Dumu ria Mererchar S8 Ltd.)
3 Sri Bankim Sarkar. (GB Member)

5. Bapi Saha.

6. Sri Pankaj Paul.

7 Billal Hussain (Dealer)

8 Mahor Ali Mondal,(Sr. Asstt, RGM College)

9. Rajiv Roy, Lengtisinga

10.  Jitu Banikya, Dharmapur

11.  Sunil Sarkar.

12.  Mofidul Islam, (Jr.Asstt. RGM College)

13. Saidul Islam, (AAMSU)

14,  Biswajit Paul (Teacher)

15.  Abdul Kuddus (Secretary)

16.  Abdul Wahab, Bhadaipara.

17.  Nasher Ali Mondal.

18.  Fazar Ali, Lengtisinga

19.  Kurban Ali, Behulapara

20. Abu Hanif (CSP)

21.  Aminul Islam, Sontoshpur.

22.  Nishid Das.

23.  Khairul Islam.

24.  Shefali Das (Girl's Common Room Secy. RGMCS)
25.  Ananda Paul, Dalanbhanga.

26. Aktar Husain, Bhadaipara.

VOLUNTEER SUB-COMMITTEE

President :
Convenors :

Rofiqul Islam, Asstt. Professor, RGM College.
Golam Sarrowar, Asstt. Professor, RGM College.
Mr. Chand Mamud, Piknapara

Members: 1. Moinul Hoque (P.L)
2, Dr. Lily Das, Asstt. Professor, RGM College,
3. Muzafor Ali Ahmed, (Librarian, RGM College.)
4. Ram Krishna Modak.
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President :
Convenors

Members:

President
cﬂnvannrs

Mem berg

Ahmed Alj. X
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6. Mizanur Rahman,
7. Abdul Kader Mondal

B. Rofiqul Islam, (Lib ﬂ;s-i::tnﬂsﬂ' e College,)
9, All the Members of the
10. Asrab Ali, Jharpara,

11.  Ashit Barman Modak p
12.  Srinibash Das, Dumérgzlr?nbha“ga'

GATE AND STAGE SUB-COMMITTER
GE SUB-COMMITTEE

Moynal Hoque (Advocate)
: Abdur Rezzak, Asstt, Professor, RG
Baharul Islam, (AAMSU)

1 Shahidur Rahman, Asstt. Professor, RGM College
2 Saidul Islam, Asstt, Professor, RGM College, ‘
3 Kamal Mostafa, Asstt. Professor, RGM College.
4. Dr. Sujit Das, Asstt, Professor, RGM College.

:. Mostafizur Rahman. (Abhayapuri College)
7
8
9

M College,

Afzal Hussain, (Advocate)
Sohrab Ali, B, Sc.
Amzad Ali. Jharpara Pt-Il.
i Nobir Hussain, Jharpara

10.  Sofiqul Islam. (NSUI)

1. Abdul Kader (Demonstrator)

12.  Abdul Mannan, Tapattary.

13.  Jul Hussain. (Student)

14, Mintu Saha. (Student)

15. Ananda Sutradhar, Principal Sankardev Shishu Niketan.

- 16.  Raju Saha, Lengtisinga.
17. Tofazzal Hussain, Sontoshpur

MEDICAL & HEALTH SUB-COMMITTEE

Dr. Mostafizur Rahman, SDMO, North Salmara.
Dr. Ruzena Khatun, Asstt. Frnfassj:-r.

Dr. Ibrahim Ali, In-Charge, Lengtisinga, MPHC.
Bishnupada Sarkar.

Alhaj Fozlur Rahman.

Palan Ch. Paul
Pingki Bhowmik, (
Morzina Khatun, ( Jr. Ass

Asstt. Librarian, RGM College)
tt. , RGM College)
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President :

Convenors :

Members:

Mofida Khanom. (ANM)

—_—
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7.  Roushonara Khatun. (Anganwadi Worker)
8. Fatema Khatun, (Anganwadi Worker)

9 Aleina Khatun, (Anganwadi Worker)

111 Rehena Khatun, (G.P. Member)

1. Khursida Begom, (ANM)
12.  Saleha Khatun, (ASHA)
13.  Monowara Khatun, (AWC)
14, Fazlul Karim.

15. Monowar Hussain.

PUBLICITY SUB-COMMITTEE

Sk. Anowar Hussain, Dumuria

Zahangir Alom, Asstt. Professor, RGM College.
Dr. Sujit Das, Asstt. Professor, RGM College.

Abdur Rashid , Asstt. Professor, RGM College.
Sofique Uz-Zaman, Asstt. Professor, RGM College.

Mozibar Rahman, Bhadaipara
Jahirul Islam , Jr. Asstt. RGM College
Alhaj Mozibar Rahman, Nasatra
Akram Ali Bhuttu, Maleghar
Balal Saha, Lengtisinga
Sofiqul Islam (NSUI)

Saidul Islam (AAMSU)

Nazim Uddin (NSUI)

Lalchand Miah (NSUI)

Jahangir Alom

Surajit Sarkar (Habu)

Rajiv Sarkar (Reporter)

Sanjib Sarkar
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